Is Wastewater Operations
the Career for you?

Clean water is the most valuable resource on the
planet and keeping water clean and potencting both
hum and environmental health is the job of wastewater
operators. Becoming a wastewater operator is a very
meaningful career choice. As an operator, you make a
huge, positive difference in the life of your community
by ensuring that the health of its residents is protected,
and that the environment is respected. It is one of the
original “green” jobs.

The average salary for wastewater operators is $52,300
per year, but experienced wastewater operators can
earn around $80,000 per year in large communities.
Now is the time to start preparing for this career. Many
wastewater operators are retiring, and an existing
operator shortage makes it a great time to pursue this
career!

What Would I be Doing?

Wastewater operators are the first line of defense in
public health. They make sure the water used by their
communities is cleaned before it is returned to the
environment.

Operators run the equipment and control the
physical, biological, and chemical processes that
clean water. They maintain and repair the pipes,
valves, pumps, controls, gates, engines, generators,
and other equipment used to collect and treat
wastewater. They sample and test the wastewater
at various points during treatment to ensure the
cleaning processes are working correctly.

Training to be a
Wastewater Operator:

Most states and some tribes have a wastewater
operator training and certification program. Exams
are given to ensure operators can oversee all
aspects of wastewater operations. Advancement
in the profession requires a combination of
education and experience.

To learn more about this exciting career
opportunity, visit the following websites:

» Rural Community Assistance Partnership,
www.rcap.org

» WaterOperator.org

» Water Environment Federation, www.wef.org

» Association of Boards of Certification,
www.abccert.org

Or search for “wastewater operator” on your state’s

website.
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